Traditional Caltagirone
Moro Head

Made in Ttaly

Exclusive Abhika collection handcrafted Collezione esclusiva Abhika, realizzata
by Verus in Caltagirone - Sicily da Verus a Caltagirone - Sicilia



How did it all began?

It was love at first sight

August 2014, during a very hot summer dinner at friends’ home, a casual encounter bewitched me: | saw in the corner of the terrace,
on a side table, two glazed sculptures staring at me with magnetic eyes! That couple of vases in the shape of a head, the dark face
of the man, the elegant look of the lady and their beautiful headgears made such a suggestive impression on me that | was a kind of
mesmerized. Next September | started doing research and October was the right time to take a plane to Caltagirone. Everyone around
me was very skeptical, or opposed, to my project to let the world discover such an artisanal and full of pathos product. The first to
doubt my intentions were the same artisans | have turned to! In general, however, when | asked people around me what they thought
about the Caltagirone Moro Heads, they answered me things like: “They are just holiday souvenirs from ltaly!, “Oh Gosh they are
scary!, “They have nothing in common with Abhika collection ’, “They are not good for interior design "
| collected all the resistance that people showed about it and more and more convinced of the extraordinary potential of this object,
| developed a version that could be “understood”. | chose the colors, refined the physiognomy of the face, changed the make-up,
matched the finishing, simplify the ornaments; everything had to be harmonious, contemporary and “legible” to those who had never
seen them before. The legend from which the Moro heads originate is the very essence of its uniqueness and | wanted to make it
known, | was sure it would reach beyond people’s eyes. For me the important message is that love is not a rose water recipe, love is an
overwhelming power that can also make people do crazy things. Such a strong feeling is not a joke, it must be handled with care and
attention. And so | did with this wonderful and tenebrous sculpture vase. Today, against all odds, the Moro heads have become a trend
phenomenon but | would like that they could be for all of us a symbol of how precious is the learning we get from the experience of
love.
Managing & Creative Director Claudia De Gasperi

Com’e iniziato tutto?

E stato un colpo di fulmine!

E stato un colpo di fulmine!'in una caldissima serata estiva dell Agosto 2014, quando I'occupazione principale di tutti noi era socializzare
e divertirci, un incontro casuale mi aveva stregato e sapevo che non sarebbe finita Ii. Si, avevo visto un vaso di Caltagirone, una testa
di moro. Un vaso a forma di testa non era certo una novita! ma quel viso scuro quegli occhi magnetici portavano in se qualcosa
di impressionante e suggestivo. Ero come ipnotizzata. A settembre ho iniziato a fare ricerche e ad Ottobre ho preso un aereo per
Caltagirone. Tutti attorno a me erano molto scettici se non contrari a questo mio progetto di far conoscere al mondo un prodotto cosi
artigianale e carico di pathos. | primi a dubitare delle mie intenzioni sono stati gli stessi ceramisti a cui mi sono rivolta!
In genere comunque quando chiedevo alla gente attorno a me che ne pensasse mi rispondevano cose come: “sono brutte’, “sono solo
dei souvenir da vacanza in Italia’, "non te le comprera nessuno’, “non ¢'entrano niente con Abhika’,“ non vanno bene per I'arredamento”.
Ho raccolto tutte le resistenze che la gente manifestava a riguardo e sempre pit convinta delle straordinarie potenzialita di questo
oggetto quando & stato il momento di creare la versione giusta per i nostri clienti ho elaborato una versione che potesse essere
‘compresa”. | colori, la fisionomia del viso, il trucco la finitura, gli ornamenti, tutto doveva essere perfettamente contemporaneo, elegante
e "leggibile” a chi non le aveva mai viste prima. La leggenda da cui hanno origine le teste di moro & I'essenza stessa della sua unicita e
volevo farla conoscere, ero sicura che sarebbe arrivata oltre gli occhi delle persone. Per me il messaggio importante & che I'amore non
e una ricetta all'acqua di rose, I'amore non & una cosa leggera, I'amore & una potenza travolgente che puo anche far fare cose pazze.
Un sentimento cosi forte non & uno scherzo, va maneggiato con cura e attenzione. E cosi ho fatto con questo meraviglioso e tenebroso
vaso scultura. Oggi contro ogni aspettativa le teste di moro sono diventate un fenomeno di tendenza ma io volevo che sapeste che
per me sono state e sono tutt'ora amore a prima vista.
Managing & Creative Director Claudia De Gasperi









The Legend of the Moro Head

"‘Around 1100 A.D., when Sicily was ruled by the Moors, a beautiful Italian girl was living in reclusion spending
her days cultivating flowers on her balcony.
One day a young Moor passing by, saw her and fell immediately in love.
He decided he had to have her and entered the house impetuously to declare his love.
The young girl was really surprised, she never had contacts with any other man before,
so she felt loved and desired for the first time and reciprocated him.

After few weeks she got to know him, he had to return to where he came from, to his wife and children.
Her heart was broken, all her expectations destroyed and most of all her reputation was ruined forever.
She felt completely betrayed and mad with anger, but she did not said a word.

She waited for the night to come and as he fell asleep she cut off his head and used it as a vase for basil
and put it on her balcony displaying it to everyone.

Since then, flowers grew lush in the "vase” and the neighbors, envious, built vases shaped like a Moor's head.
Even today on the Sicilian balcony you can admire these finely refined dark brown heads vases called "teste di Moro”.
A warning for all husbands”

[Laleggenda della “Testa di Moro”

"Attorno al 1100 d.C,, durante il periodo della dominazione dei Mori in Sicilia, una bellissima ragazza,
quasi sempre reclusa in casa, passava le giornate coltivando piante sul suo balcone.
Un giorno si trovo a passare da quelle parti un giovane Moro, che non appena la vide,
subito se ne invaghi e decise di averla a tutti i costi.
Entro senza indugio in casa della ragazza e le dichiaro immediatamente il suo amore.
La fanciulla colpita da quell’ardore, mai sperimentato prima, ricambio I'amore del giovane Moro.
Ben presto la sua felicita svani.
Infatti non appena venne a sapere che il suo amato I'avrebbe lasciata per tornare in Oriente,
dove lo attendeva una moglie con due figli, il cuore della fanciulla si spezzo.
Resasi conto che tutte le sue aspettative erano distrutte e il suo onore rovinato non disse una parola,
attese la notte e appena il Moro si addormento, lo uccise e gli taglio la testa.
Della testa del Moro ne fece un vaso in cui piantd del basilico e lo mise in bella vista fuori dal balcone.
Il Moro in questo modo rimase per sempre con lei. Intanto il basilico cresceva rigoglioso e destava I'invidia
di tutti gli abitanti del quartiere; da allora ancora oggi nei balconi siciliani si possono ammirare le teste di Moro
di pregevole fattura come monito per tutti i mariti”
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[talian excellence

When | decided to get lost among the beauties of the Sicilian traditional ceramic,
| immersed myself in the study of all the details that made it so characteristic and exotic to my eyes.
If you are not an expert, all the Moro head could look a little bit the same, but | was actually searching for the perfect one.
And | found it. It was from VERUS.
| met Filippo and Francesco in person and we talked only about things that sounded like dreams to my ears:
how to obtain different shades of the same color firing the clay, the possibility of using pure gold for the details,
how many shape of leaves we could develop, what kind of cracklé, or mat, or shiny finishing we could reach and any other crazy options
like these...and so the first samples arrived very quickly.
From that afternoon Abhika by VERUS “Moro head" collection is produced in Caltagirone by the renowned House of ceramic VERUS.
The handcrafted artwork we are introducing is considered a UNESCO heritage, with a thousand years tradition,
deeply connected with the history of Sicily.
VERUS by ABHIKA is the name of the official co-branding we started in 2014 and that have involved both companies in developing
the large collection worldwide distributed and promoted by Abhika.
We grant to our customers that each single piece is unique, handmade and hand painted in Caltagirone.
The beauty and the potential of this object, gave to ABHIKA the idea of customizing it, making it an iconic piece of our collection.
The skill, the knowledge and the production strength of Verus, with his team of amazing professional ceramists, made our dreams come true.
Beyond the strong esthetic characteristics, the traditional jar is also the symbol of the difficult achievement of awareness,
through love, passion, betrayal, jealousy, vengeance, rage and the final fall of all the idealization.

I, eccellenza Italiana

Quando ho deciso di esplorare e perdermi tra la bellezza delle ceramiche di Sicilia mi sono concentrata sullo studio
dei dettagli che le rendevano cosi uniche e speciali ai miei occhi,
Le teste di moro apparivano spesso simili tra di loro ma io cercavo quella perfetta. E la trovai da Verus.
Ho incontrato Filippo e Francesco e abbiamo parlato solo di argomenti che alle mie orecchie suonavano come sogni:
la possibilita di ottenere differenti sfumature dello stesso colore infornando la creta a temperature diverse,
la capacita di realizzare un oro zecchino lucido e perfetto, quante forme di foglia fatte a mano potessero realizzare,
quanti tipi di finiture e come combinarle tra loro e altre incredibili possibilita di questo genere...
i primi campioni non tardarono ad arrivare e da allora le Teste di Moro di Abhika sono prodotte a Caltagirone
dalla rinomata azienda di produzione Verus.

Questo manufatto originale ed unico nel suo genere, ricco di dettagli interamente realizzati o dipinti a mano da artigiani specializzati,
viene inserite nel patrimonio dell’lUNESCO poiché vanta una tradizione millenaria profondamente radicata nella storia della Sicilia.
Verus by Abhika ¢ il marchio che identifica il co-branding nato nel 2014 che ha visto impegnate le due aziende nel dar vita
alla vasta collezione distribuita e promossa a livello mondiale da Abhika.

La bellezza e il grande potenziale di questo oggetto ci hanno motivato alle personalizzazioni e interpretazioni,
trasformando la “testa di Moro” in un pezzo iconico della Nostra collezione.

Oltre al forte aspetto estetico, questo vaso porta in sé un'antica leggenda, che parla d'amore, passione, vendetta e gelosia e del tortuoso
raggiungimento alla vetta della consapevolezza che avviene solo attraverso la caduta di tutte le illusioni.
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A modern twist for an ancient heritage

Every single piece is decorated and hand crafted to certify the utmost care of the finishes ensuring the authenticity and uniqueness of the
ceramics. Our ceramic vases produced in Caltagirone combine the tradition of the Made in Italy with the contemporary taste of Abhika.
The new collection of Moro's heads finds in Venice the most suitable context for their exclusive location,
being in the past a crossroads of cultures where wealth and civilization can flourish.

Interpretazione moderna di un’antica tradizione

Ogni singolo pezzo & decorato e lavorato a mano per garantire la massima cura delle finiture, garantendo 'autenticita e l'unicita
delle ceramiche. | nostri vasi in ceramica prodotti a Caltagirone coniugano la tradizione del made in ltaly con il gusto contemporaneo
di Abhika. La nuova collezione di Teste di Moro trova in Venezia il contesto pil adatto alla loro esclusiva ambientazione,
essendo stata anche in passato un crocevia di culture dove far fiorire ricchezza e civilta.
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201204 LE
NO FACE HEAD VASE LADY
H32

201204, MV
NO FACE HEAD VASE LADY
H32

FRUITY COLLECTION

207205,LE
NO FACE HEAD VASE MAN
H32

201205MV
NO FACE HEAD VASE MAN
H32

201204,MN
NO FACE HEAD VASE LADY
H32

201204,5Y
NO FACE HEAD VASE LADY
H32

201205MN
NO FACE HEAD VASE MAN
H32

201205,SY
NO FACE HEAD VASE MAN
H32

201204,CS
NO FACE HEAD VASE LADY
H32

201205,CS
NO FACE HEAD VASE MAN
H32

201204,CL
NO FACE HEAD VASE LADY
H32

201205,CL
NO FACE HEAD VASE MAN
H32

Fd

T a—
- &
201213,10 201214,10 201202,10 201203,10
VASE STRAWBERRIES HEAD LADY BIG VASE STRAWBERRIES HEAD MAN BIG VASE STRAWBERRIES HEAD LADY VASE STRAWBERRIES HEAD MAN
H45 H45 H32 H32

201213,BO 20121480 20120280 201203,BO
VASE STRAWBERRIES HEAD LADY BIG VASE STRAWBERRIES HEAD MAN BIG VASE STRAWBERRIES HEAD LADY VASE STRAWBERRIES HEAD MAN
H45 H45 H32 H32

201213,82 201214,82 201202,82 201203,82
VASE STRAWBERRIES HEAD LADY BIG VASE STRAWBERRIES HEAD MAN BIG VASE STRAWBERRIES HEAD LADY VASE STRAWBERRIES HEAD MAN
H45 H45 H32 H32
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201211,10 201212,10 201200,10 201201,10
VASE LEMON HEAD LADY BIG VASE LEMON HEAD MAN BIG VASE LEMON HEAD LADY VASE LEMON HEAD MAN
H45 H45 H32 H32

201211,70 201212,70 201200,70 201201,70
VASE LEMON HEAD LADY BIG VASE LEMON HEAD MAN BIG VASE LEMON HEAD LADY VASE LEMON HEAD MAN
H45 H45 H32 H32

201211,80 201212,80 201200,80 201201,80

VASE LEMON HEAD LADY BIG VASE LEMON HEAD MAN BIG VASE LEMON HEAD LADY
H45 H45 H32 H32

VASE LEMON HEAD MAN

LEAVES COLLECTION
GOLD

200654,01 200655,01 200837,01 200838,01
VASE MORO LADY BIG VASE MORO MAN BIG VASE MORO LADY BIG VASE MORO MAN BIG
H48 H48 W/CANDLEHOLDER W/CANDLEHOLDER
H48 H48

200943,01 200944,01 200866,5B 200865,5B
VASE MORO LADY EVE VASE MORO MAN EVE VASE MORO LADY SMALL CHIC VASE MORO MAN SMALL CHIC
H33 H33 H19 H19
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VERY RED

200654,40 20065540
VASE MORO LADY BIG VASE MORO MAN BIG VASE MORO LADY BIG
H48 H48 W/CANDLEHOLDER

200943,40 200944,40
VASE MORO LADY EVE VASE MORO MAN EVE VASE MORO LADY SMALL
H33 H33

VASE MORO MAN BIG
W/CANDLEHOLDER

VASE MORO LADY BIG

VASE MORO MAN SMALL VASE MORO LADY EVE

MARINE BLUE

200655,80 200837,80
VASE MORO MAN BIG VASE MORO LADY BIG
H48 W/CANDLEHOLDER
H48

200944,80 200941,80
VASE MORO MAN EVE VASE MORO LADY SMALL
H33 H19

VASE MORO MAN BIG
W/CANDLEHOLDER

VASE MORO MAN SMALL
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LEAF GREEN LEMON YELLOW

200654,86 200655,86 200837,86 200838,86 20065420 200655,20 200837,20
VASE MORO LADY BIG VASE MORO MAN BIG VASE MORO LADY BIG VASE MORO MAN BIG VASE MORO LADY BIG VASE MORO MAN BIG VASE MORO LADY BIG
H48 H48 W/CANDLEHOLDER W/CANDLEHOLDER H48 H48 W/CANDLEHOLDER
H48 H48 H48

200943,86 20094486 200941,86 200942,86 200943,20 200944,20 200941,20
VASE MORO LADY EVE VASE MORO MAN EVE VASE MORO LADY SMALL VASE MORO MAN SMALL VASE MORO LADY EVE VASE MORO MAN EVE VASE MORO LADY SMALL
H33 H33 H19 H19 H33 H33 H19

200838,20
VASE MORO MAN BIG
W/CANDLEHOLDER
H48

200942,20
VASE MORO MAN SMALL
H19
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BROWN ANTIQUE CRACKLE'

200654,77 200655,77 200837,77
VASE MORO LADY BIG VASE MORO MAN BIG VASE MORO LADY BIG
H48 H48 W/CANDLEHOLDER
H48

200943,77 200944,77 20094177
VASE MORO LADY EVE VASE MORO MAN EVE VASE MORO LADY SMALL
H33 H33 H19

200838,77
VASE MORO MAN BIG
W/CANDLEHOLDER
H48

200942,77
VASE MORO MAN SMALL
H19

VASE MORO LADY EVE

CHARCOAL BLACK

200654,90 200655,90 200837,90
VASE MORO LADY BIG VASE MORO MAN BIG VASE MORO LADY BIG
H48 H48 W/CANDLEHOLDER
H48

200943,90 200944,90 200941,90
VASE MORO MAN EVE VASE MORO LADY SMALL
H33 H33 H19

200838,90
VASE MORO MAN BIG
W/CANDLEHOLDER
H48

200942,90
VASE MORO MAN SMALL
H19
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200839,10
VASE MORO LADY BIG LIPSTICK
H48

20083940
VASE MORO LADY BIG LIPSTICK
H48

20124740
VASE MORO LADY MEDIUM LIPSTICK
H42

LIPSTICK COLLECTION

200840,10
VASE MORO MAN BIG LIPSTICK
H48

200840,40
VASE MORO MAN BIG LIPSTICK
H48

2

201248,40
VASE MORO MAN MEDIUM LIPSTICK
H42
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200837 W'T
VASE MORO LADY BIG
W/CANDLEHOLDER
H48

200839,01
VASE MORO LADY BIG LIPSTICK
H48

200941 \W'T
VASE MORO LADY SMALL
H19

200838 \W'T
VASE MORO MAN BIG
W/CANDLEHOLDER
H48

200840,01
VASE MORO MAN BIG LIPSTICK
H48

200942 \W'T
VASE MORO MAN SMALL
H19

200839,50
VASE MORO LADY BIG LIPSTICK
H48

N
Bt v

200839,60
VASE MORO LADY BIG LIPSTICK
H48

200839, MK
VASE MORO LADY BIG LIPSTICK
H48

200840,50
VASE MORO MAN BIG LIPSTICK
H48

200840,60
VASE MORO MAN BIG LIPSTICK
H48

200840,MK
VASE MORO MAN BIG LIPSTICK
H48

201247,50
VASE MORO LADY MEDIUM LIPSTICK
H42

201247,60
VASE MORO LADY MEDIUM LIPSTICK
H42

201247 MK
VASE MORO LADY MEDIUM LIPSTICK
H42

201248,50
VASE MORO MAN MEDIUM LIPSTICK
H42

L |

201248,60
VASE MORO MAN MEDIUM LIPSTICK
H42

L |

201248 MK
VASE MORO MAN MEDIUM LIPSTICK
H42
63
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ORNATE FAMILY

ORNATE FAMILY

200859,40
VASE MORO LADY ORNATE
H41

200858,40 200859,80 200858,80 200859,70 200858,70 200859,81 200858,81
VASE MORO MAN ORNATE VASE MORO LADY ORNATE VASE MORO MAN ORNATE VASE MORO LADY ORNATE VASE MORO MAN ORNATE VASE MORO LADY ORNATE VASE MORO MAN ORNATE
H41 H41 H41 H41 H41 H41 H41

200859,86
VASE MORO LADY ORNATE
H41

:::;'3_1.-___._{[ _L;I:.n E
200859,20
VASE MORO LADY ORNATE
H41

200858,86 200859,90 200858,90 200859,60 20085860 20085930 200858,30
VASE MORO MAN ORNATE VASE MORO LADY ORNATE VASE MORO MAN ORNATE VASE MORO LADY ORNATE VASE MORO MAN ORNATE VASE MORO LADY ORNATE VASE MORO MAN ORNATE
H41 H41 H41 H41 H41 H41 H41

200858,20 200859,50 200858,50 200859,BO 200858,BO 20123781 20125181
VASE MORO MAN ORNATE VASE MORO LADY ORNATE VASE MORO MAN ORNATE VASE MORO LADY ORNATE VASE MORO MAN ORNATE VASE MORO LADY ORNATE WHITE FACE VASE MORO MAN ORNATE WHITE FACE
H41 H41 H41 H41 H41 H41 H41
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200844,25
VASE MORO LADY MEDIUM NEW
H42

200844,94
VASE MORO LADY MEDIUM NEW/
H42

200844,90
VASE MORO LADY MEDIUM NEW
H42

68

CROWN “NEW"

CROWN “DARK"

200843,25
VASE MORO MAN MEDIUM NEW
H42

® °n

200843,94
VASE MORO MAN MEDIUM NEW
H42

L °® o
LN - S

200843,90
VASE MORO MAN MEDIUM NEW
H42

200844,80 200843,80 201217,80 201238,80 20121748 201238,48
VASE MORO LADY MEDIUM NEW VASE MORO MAN MEDIUM NEW VASE MORO LADY CROWN DARK VASE MORO MAN CROWN DARK VASE MORO LADY CROWN DARK VASE MORO MAN CROWN DARK
H42 H42 H41 H41 H41 H41

e
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200844,GG 200843,GG 201217,70 201238,70 201217, MK 201238MK
VASE MORO LADY MEDIUM NEW VASE MORO MAN MEDIUM NEW VASE MORO LADY CROWN DARK VASE MORO MAN CROWN DARK VASE MORO LADY CROWN DARK VASE MORO MAN CROWN DARK
H42 H42 H4T H41 H41 H41

NTTO e

200844,60 200843,60 201217,60 201238,60 201217,50 201238,50
VASE MORO LADY MEDIUM NEW VASE MORO MAN MEDIUM NEW VASE MORO LADY CROWN DARK VASE MORO MAN CROWN DARK VASE MORO LADY CROWN DARK VASE MORO MAN CROWN DARK
H42 H42 H41 H41 H41 H41
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NORDIC GREY COLLECTION GIANT COLLECTION

200654,NE 200655NE 200844, NE 200843,NE - : i -
VASE MORO LADY BIG VASE MORO MAN BIG VASE MORO LADY MEDIUM NEW VASE MORO MAN MEDIUM NEW 200955,86 200954 .86 201242, MK 201240,LF
H48 H48 H42 H42 VASE MORO MAN FICO GIANT VASE MORO LADY FICO GIANT VASE MORO MAN GIANT W/LEAF VASE HEAD LADY GIANT CRACKLE'

H86 H86 H76 H76

200943,NE 200944, NE 200941,NE 200942,NE
VASE MORO LADY EVE VASE MORO MAN EVE VASE MORO LADY SMALL VASE MORO MAN SMALL
H33 H33 H19 H19
200846,10 200845,86 201241,MK 201240,5Y
VASE MORO LADY GIANT VASE MORO LADY GIANT W/LEAF VASE MORO LADY GIANT ORNATE VASE HEAD LADY GIANT CRACKLE’

H76 H76 H76 H76
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ANIMALIER COLLECTION

200656,MO 200657,MO 200656,MI 200657 Ml
VASE MORO LADY MEDIUM VASE MORO MAN MEDIUM VASE MORO LADY MEDIUM VASE MORO MAN MEDIUM
H45 H45 H45 H45

2006563 200657,3W 200654,LP 200655,LP
VASE MORO LADY MEDIUM VASE MORO MAN MEDIUM VASE MORO LADY BIG VASE MORO MAN BIG
H45 H45 H48 H48

LIMITED COLLECTION

201078,10 201079,10 201078,MI 201079,MI
VASE MORO LADY BIG TRAD. VASE MORO MAN BIG TRAD. VASE MORO LADY BIG TRAD. VASE MORO MAN BIG TRAD.
H48 H48 H48 H48

200876,74 20087774 200994,86 200995,86
VASE MORO LADY LTD VASE MORO MAN LTD VASE MORO LADY FICO BIG VASE MORO MAN FICO BIG
H50 H50 H48 H48

200876,80 200877,80 200876,03 200877,03

VASE MORO LADY LTD VASE MORO MAN LTD VASE MORO LADY LTD VASE MORO MAN LTD
H50 H50 H50 H50
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TENTACLES FAMILY

200996,01
VASE MORO LADY TENTACLES
H50

200997,01
VASE MORO MAN TENTACLES
H50

200996,90
VASE MORO LADY TENTACLES
H50

201000,82
VASE MORO LADY SMALL MEDUSA
H22
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200997,90
VASE MORO MAN TENTACLES
H50

200999,82
VASE MORO MAN SMALL TENTACLES
H22

200996,03
VASE MORO LADY TENTACLES
H50

200998,50
VASE MORO LADY SMALL TENTACLES
H22

200998,40
VASE MORO LADY SMALL TENTACLES
H22

200997,03
VASE MORO MAN TENTACLES
H50

201001,81
VASE MORO MAN SMALL MEDUSA
H22

201001,40
VASE MORO MAN SMALL MEDUSA
H22

MOTHER-OF-PEARL COLLECTION

iy e

201074,85 201075,85 201074,70 201075,70
VASE MORO LADY MED. MOP VASE MORO MAN MED. MOP VASE MORO LADY MED. MOP VASE MORO MAN MED. MOP
H4s5 H4s5 H45 H4s5
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